ILS Earth and Peril Fall 2021 Project 
Objective: The language we use to describe nature matters.  It is used for restoration ecology, by scientists to describe the nature that did, does or could exist and by all of us to imagine possible and acceptable conditions of environmental quality.

Task:
Write and visually express your vision of a restored urban nature using the examples of two authors and a visual representation of your concept. For example Olmsted and Thoreau’s writings about the beauty of nature or Rachel Carson’s ideas of scientific writing about a nature with no chemicals and McKibben’s argument for preserving the wild only applied to an urban ecosystem.

Explore your ideas of nature and the restoration of nature in an urban area. Provide a visual representation like picture saved as a pdf or jpg, a drawing you feel expresses your ideas, or you own drawing.

The two page written paper, double spaced MLA formatted, presents your written vision for a restored urban landscape in Providence. 

It should focus on articulating your human-nature relationship in either a conservation, preservation, or biophyllic aspect.  It should focus on incorporating living organisms or artificial nature as a strategy to restore different types of nature into the existing industrialized landscape.  Below contains a picture of a post-industrial urban space available near the Downcity Campus in need of restoration. They city of Providence also plans to restore the area, perhaps your vision is what should be constructed on the site!!

Choose at least two (2) writers and use their writings, style and philosophy to talk about the human-nature relationships in your narrative that argues for a particular restored landscape in the urban landscape.

	Author/
Themes
	View of “Nature”
	Human-Nature Relationship
	Philosophy
	Landscape Ecology Perspective
	Gender
	Voice

	Lewis 
and Clark
	-Untouched by humans
-Waiting to be explored
-In awe of nature and Western landscapes
	Nature untouched by humans is exciting to explore

	Manifest Destiny
Explore new landscapes for potential economic benefits
	Large vast patches with river corridors
	Male
	1st person
Explorers and Scientists listing species
Scientific

	Thoreau
	-Beauty
-Simplicity in Nature
-Opponent to viewing  nature in solely economic terms

	Experiencing nature helps an individual reach peace outside of their human form
	Transcendentalist
Preservationist
Dissatisfaction of “modern” life
Corrisiveness of materialism
	Patch size getting smaller 
Walden Pond
	Male
	Individual 
First person


	Sigourney
	Tall trees in forests like cathedrals
Humans part of nature
	Humans should live with nature in balance with the natural processes
	Preservationist
	Patch Size 
Forests
	Woman
	Individual
1st person

	Whitman
	Man is nature’s child
Loves flora and fauna, moon and starts etc…
Beauty
	Romantic 
Nature is divine and emblem of god
Nature is full of the spirit
	Preservationist
Man and nature should never be disjoined

	Patch size large 
	Male
	First person

	Emerson
	-Beauty
-Wood and
Water enticing and flattery 
-Nature’s symbolism
-Natural beauty stimulates intellect


	Experiencing the beauty of nature as an individual helps humans transcend their human form to be closer to God
Investigates nature’s service to man as a vehicle for thought
Romaticism towards nature

	Transcendentalist
Preservation
Importance of spirit and of human understanding
	Views landscapes in terms of beauty
	Male
	First person

	Muir
	Nature as Wilderness needing saving
	Nature as untouched by humans need protection for the intrinsic value of nature
	Preservationist
Founder of Sierra Club
Earth Destroyed need to protect
	Preserve large wilderness landscapes
	Male
	Third Person

	Lorax, Wall-e
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leopold
	Focus on Ecosystems
Wildlife and its importance
	Inter-connectedness
	Conservation
	Father of Ecology
Ecosystems

	Male
	Third Person
Scientific

	Olmsted
	Focus on alleviated unhealthy environmental conditions in urban areas
	Nature as method to bring back healthy conditions in cities
Nature and Parks as recreational tools for humans to interact with nature
	Conservation
Humans can create natural setting using existing nature
	Urban Parks and Aesthetics
	Male
	Designer

	McKibben
	Nature has come to an end, more specifically, the Wild no longer exists
	Humans have destroyed all the wild plants and animals, all things have been significantly altered by humans
	Need to protect the environment and nature from further destruction
	Ecosystems
	None
	Environmentalists
Activist

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Carson
	Chemicals, made by humans, are destroying  nature’s ecosystems 
	Inter-connectedness important, Human constructed products need to stop polluting ecosystems
	Conservation, interconnectedness with nature, she is a scientists, invisible chemicals should not be manufactured
	Ecosystems
	Scientist voice,
	Activist

	Author/
Themes
	View of “Nature”
	Human-Nature Relationship
	Philosophy
	Landscape Ecology Perspective
	Gender
	Voice

	Biophilic 
Nature in Cities
	People or society have innate love for, attachment to, and even need for nature
	Focus on design, cities are more livable when they have more nature, and people are happier and healthier when they have more contact with nature, from wild parks away from buzzing traffic all the way to street trees and flowers in tree pits.
	We need nature, we need daily, hourly, frequent contact with the natural world. Nature is not an optional design element, but an essential ingredient in leading happy, healthy, and meaningful lives. Nature, moreover, should be understood as a destination, as a place to visit. It should be all around us, integrated into the spaces and places where we spend most of our time: our homes and offices, our urban neighborhoods.
	City
	No Gender
	Activist / Design




Grading:
1) Articulation of human – nature relationship and landscape patches and corridors pertaining to the human/nature theme you envision as part of the restorative urban ecology vision.  
2) Choose any scale from a small corner space to a corridor or block ecosystem level in analyzing the landscape features and proposed ecological components.
3) How well you identify and explain the significance of your vision and demonstrate your ideas in the style of your choice of authors.
4) Your consideration of the authors and effective employment of appropriate rhetorical forms emulating their writings; 
5) Demonstrate understanding of visual examples and how they relate to your narrative
6) Clear sentence-level rhetoric (grammar, punctuation, spelling) and smooth integration of evidence, quotations, and paraphrases; 
7) How well visuals link your ideas to symbols, examples, visions reflected in the paper.
